
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 May 2013 

NEWSLETTER NO. 5 
 

 
 
Welcome back to Avalon School for what I am sure is going to be a great term. A bit of a mixed bag 
with the weather but that is what the next couple of terms bring us.  Already we have had a couple of 
families report in with the beginning of winter coughs and colds.  It is important to keep the kids at home 
if they are very unwell but please send them as often as you can to ensure that they make the progress 
that they are capable of. 

 
 
New Enrolments 
 
I would like to welcome the following children and their families to Avalon.  It is great to have you here 
and I am sure you will enjoy your time with us.  Welcome to TJ Fonoti, D’Zanae Matehe-Townsend, 
Steven Byrne, Christian Fowler-Evans, Paisa Fetoai and Jakhan Mau. 
 
If you know of other children who may benefit from being part of Avalon school do not hesitate to tell 
them to get in touch with us and we can discuss all that Avalon school has to offer. 
 
 
 
Staffing 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Jacquie, Jason and family as they mourn the passing of Jason’s 
brother. 
 
On a happier note Liz is getting excited about travelling to France soon to be with her daughter to 
welcome her first child and Liz’s first grandchild. We will eagerly await news in the coming weeks. 
 
Alison’s son Craig has also just announced his engagement in the last couple of days.  
 
One of the rewards of being a teacher is we get to share in and celebrate the lives of so many people, 
our colleagues and our kids. This is a huge privilege for us. If you have news that you would like to 
share with our community please contact us and we will gladly share it in our newsletters and on our 
website. 
 
In regard to some personnel changes, Selina is taking a small break from teaching. I will let you know 
more about her plans later in the term. In the meantime Caren, who is well known to many of you, will 
be teaching in Room 3. 
 
Sarah will be teaching in Room 4 after next week as Liz goes to be with her daughter in France. 
 
 
 
Board of Trustees 
 
There have been a number of you who have expressed interest in coming onto the Board of Trustees. If 
you have any questions about the process or expectations please pop into school and we can have a 
chat about it. 
 



 

 

 
Additional Activities 
 
We have a couple of additional activities about to happen over the next couple of weeks. Our netball 
team has its first game this weekend. I hope the weather holds up for them. The other activity is our 
school choir singing in the Kids 4 Kids concert with Jackie Clarke. These kids have been rehearsing 
very hard for this concert on May 29. More specific information will come out to those of you who have 
a child in the choir. 
 
 
 
Avalon Kindergarten 
 
Have you got a 2 or 3 year old that would like to come to Avalon Kindergarten soon?  Did you know 
Avalon Kindy now run a playgroup for 2 year olds. 1.30-3pm on a Wednesday.  Put them on the waiting 
list at www.huttkindergarten.org.nz or come in and see us at 25 Walters Street (opposite Naenae 
Intermediate). 
 
 
 
Teacher Only Day 
 
There will be a Teacher Only day on FRIDAY 24 MAY for staff training in writing assessment. If you are 
unable to arrange child care for your child/children to cover this day please let us know. 
 
 
 
Additional Services 
 
As a school we are committed to supporting you and your children in whatever way we can. There are a 
number of initiatives that we hope will be of use to you and your kids. 
 
Nutrition – There are a number of activities that the school undertakes to ensure the children have 
access to food during the day. These include the ‘breakfast club’ that we run in conjunction with the 
Disabled Resources Trust. We supply breakfast to anybody who turns up. During the day we are a part 
of the fruit in schools programme that supplies fruit to children everyday. At the end of the week we 
distribute any left over fruit to families in our community. If you would like fruit then just drop a named 
bag at the office on Friday morning. The amount you get will depend on the amount left over. We also 
have sandwiches available for lunch if any child needs a top up or has left their lunch at home. 
 
After School Care – Pride Lands runs an after school programme from our school hall. While this is 
separate to the school operation it is there for any parent to use. We have some information and the 
contact numbers if you would like to use this service. 
 
Thursday Night Shopping – On Thursday evenings we use the school van to transport parents down 
to the supermarket to do their grocery shopping. The van leaves school at 6 p.m. and will drop you off 
at home after you have completed your shopping. This service is available to you all just contact the 
school to let them know you would like a seat in the van or just turn up at 6 p.m. 
 
 
 
General 
 
To all the mothers in our community - I hope you have a lovely day on Sunday and that your kids show 
the gratitude and love that they have for you and appreciate all the sacrifices you make on their behalf.  
Enjoy your special day. 
Noho mai ra 
Dirk 
 



 

 

 


